Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 





VOL. VUL, NO. 6 





Cream of the News 


Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in 
March were up 35 cents from February and $1.98 
above a year earlier. 

Cheese production in the Nation during Febru- 
ary was 18 percent higher than a year ago while 
butter output dropped 5 percent. 

Wholesale prices of butter and cheddar cheese 
increased from February to March but Swiss cheese 
prices declined. 

Cold storage stocks of butter and cheese in the 
Nation at the end of March remained below the 
previous year as they have since March 1975. 

Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during March was above last year as production per 
cow increased and feeding rates were higher. 

The index of prices received by Wisconsin farm- 
ers for all farm products sold in the month ending at 
mid-March was up 2 percent from February. 

Cash receipts from the sale of Wisconsin live- 
stock in 1975 increased about 13 percent from a 
year earlier due to record high hog prices and greater 
marketings of cattle and calves. 

Production of beef in Wisconsin during February 
was 13 percent more than a year ago but output of 
pork was down 20 percent. 

Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the 
end of March were 7 percent under last year. 

Cattle and calves on feed in the 23 major feeding 
states on April 1 were up 28 percent from the low 
level of a year earlier. 

Wool production and prices in Wisconsin and 
the Nation again declined sharply during 1975. 

The April 1 survey of planting intentions for the 
1976 season indicated farmers in Wisconsin and the 
Nation plan to increase corn acreage. 

The 1976 crop season in Wisconsin and the Corn 
Belt had an early start as temperatures averaged 
above normal and precipitation was below normal. 
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MILK PRICE 
RECOVERS IN MARCH 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk de- 
livered to plants and dealers in March are expected to aver- 
age $9.45 a hundredweight, up 35 cents from the previous 
month and $1.98 above a year earlier. A strong demand for 
butter and cheese contributed to the increase in milk prices. 

Milk prices for February averaged $9.10 a hundred- 
weight, a decline of 50 cents from January but $1.60 higher 
than the previous year. Milkfat content for February aver- 
aged 3.77 percent compared with 3.80 percent in February 
1975. 


Milk Prices 1/ 
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price per cwt. 1976 
Selected States A 3 76/75 price 
verage rice 
test per cwt. mre te7¢ change Br ae, 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin’ 25.2). - 3.80 9.60 7.50 9.10 +321 9.45 
Minnesotal. 3 =.- « 3.68 9.19 7.14 8.63 2 8.75 
OWA he eee eae 3.81 9.50 7.38 9.10 PAG) 8.95 
INeéw..y ork ei cucee 3.67 10.30 8.20 10.00 ap Pyp2 9.70 
California ca.na ins 3.85 9.90 8.90 9.50 7 8.90 
United States... 3.80 10.20 8.28 9.79 +18 9.71 
Wisconsin 
utilization 
Market milk... . 3.81 9.80 Lele 9.40 to as XXX 
Manufacturing milk} 3.79 9.29 sea 8.64 mn PAP XXX 
Creamerics mec: sc- Sead 9.15 7.04 8.60 am PPA XXX 
Cheese factories . 3.79 9.31 7.12 8.65 He PALL Xxx 
Varied prod. plants| 3.78 9.20 7.06 8.56 +21 XxX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 






February | January |February (Change from 







Utilization 








1976 2/ | last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk for all uses ccs) c sete eee = es = 6.91 8.84 8.45 tae 
Marketomilkoe ieee sence sects) entehss TAZ 9.00 8.68 + 22 
Manufacturingimilk ios eyelen ea cess 6.50 8.58 8.06 + 24 
Creameries (o5.c5.') esis’ thot oon axe 6.66 8.49 8.09 +21 
American cheese plants...... 6.59 8.60 8.06 aoe 
Varied products plants...... 6.59 8.52 8.01 nus PP 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 7.44 9.46 9.06 + 22 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 
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Market grade milk averaged $9.40 a hundredweight 
during February, down 40 cents from a month earlier but 
$1.63 above last year. Milk of manufacturing grade averaged 
$8.64 in February, a decline of 65 cents from January but 
$1.53 higher than a year ago. The difference between mar- 
ket and manufacturing grade milk was 76 cents for February, 
10 cents more than in February 1975. 


MILK PRODUCTION UP 
IN STATE AND NATION 


Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
March was higher than a year ago. Dairy herds in Wisconsin 
produced 1,747 million pounds of milk during March, up 
4 percent from last year. Production per cow averaged 965 
pounds for March, an increase of 35 pounds from March 
1975. Daily feeding of grain and other concentrates to 
Wisconsin milk cows averaged 13.3 pounds per cow on 
April 1, nearly 1 pound more than on that date last year. 
For the first quarter of 1976, Wisconsin’s milk production 
was 6 percent above that period in 1975. 

The Nation’s milk production in March was up 2 per- 
cent from a year ago and for the first quarter of this year 
showed an increase of 3 percent. Production per cow averaged 
926 pounds, 30 pounds more than the previous year. Feeding 
of grain and other concentrates averaged 13.8 pounds per 
milk cow as of April 1 compared with 13.2 pounds a year 
earlier. The March milk-feed price ratio was 19 percent 
above March 1975 due to higher milk prices. 


Milk Production 











Change from 
last year 


March [3 an.-March 






Jan.-March 


Selected States 1976 











Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin. ... 1,684 1,747 4,916 +4 +6) 
Minnesota ... 893 895 2,470 MiG. -—1 
LOWa) is st teu 339 342 974 toad cea 
New York ... 874 901 2,544 +S +4 
Pennsylvania . . 613 613 1,770 1. 1Ce ses] 
California. ... 890 934 2,676 ces Gs 
Other states .. 4,728 4,818 13,693 Pe gtree 
United States . 10,021 10,250 29,043 ar 94 es! 








FEBRUARY CHEESE PRODUCTION 
18 PERCENT ABOVE LAST YEAR 


Cheese production in the Nation during February was 
18 percent higher than a year ago. The Nation’s output of 
American cheese for February showed an increase of 23 per- 
cent from the previous year. Increases for other varieties of 
cheese were Swiss 26 percent, Brick and Muenster 14 per- 
cent, and Italian 12 percent. 

Wisconsin’s production of American cheese in February 
was up 18 percent from a year earlier. Minnesota made 38 
percent more American cheese in February than a year ago, 
while Iowa had a gain of 32 percent and all other states in- 
creased 20 percent. 

The Nation’s butter production during February was 
down 5 percent from the previous year but Wisconsin had an 
increase of 6 percent. California churned 23 percent more 
butter in February than a year earlier but Minnesota was 
down 19 percent and all other states declined 12 percent. 

Cottage cheese curd production in the Nation during 
February was 1 percent under last year while creamed 
cottage cheese was up | percent. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 





Change from 
last year 


February [Jan.-Feb. 







Item and area 








1,000 pounds Percent 


BUTTER 
Wisconsin®) eget. ariel ae 18,800 20,000 41,300 + 6 Ber ds} 
Minnesotatites meme cashes ons 19,800 16,050 32,850 = 19 = 28 
California’ sete 2 10,400 12,800 26,500 + 23 + 24 
Other. statesie sce see 41,371 36,585 79,070 = 12 => 
United? States = .se) ete ieee 90,371 85,435 179,720 — § —- 4 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WiSCONSIN ee. ais) con see 53,500 62,900 129,900 + 18 ao Ms} 
Minnesota... eeeeaenens 19,700 27,280 53,925 +738 + 30 
LOW8 x. tote ishs sire is rts 6,000 7,910 16,910 32 + 34 
Otheristates! Wes cent ee 42,918 51,562 98,209 + 20 cup a 
United@States Seen 122,118 149,652 298,944 IBS + 18 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS) s eicisend een © wee © 11,457 14,394 29,302 + 26 + 20 
Brick and Muenster... . Wr ley24 6,554 13,755. + 14 tn? 
Italian? 202 << seegnie wee 48,124 $4,134 113,140 + 12 + 14 
All other: . S40 Jt. -- 16,416 16,463 35,089 fives 8 
Totales iui eee an: 81,749 91,545 191,286 + 12 + 14 
ALL CHEESE 
United States -1--e eae 203,867 241,197 490,230 + 18 tel 7, 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curdet peered: 55,611 $5,289) 111,510 — al aS 
Creamedi2/ija aeons 68,945 69,572 140,064 + 1 N..ce 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wisconsin: 2. en eens 1,200 1,200 2,400 Nn. cy —- 6 
Thinois' ssa elas ce ake 2,950 2,830 5,830 -—- 4 Be al 
lOWa 3, 5s sem aoe sneer 720 845 1,585 ay + 43 
Michigan’... -a.achoenensiee 3,155 2 .6i 5 SS a0 5) —- 9 
Minnesota, 5 can eens 2,050 1,885 3,540 — 8 — 16 
Other states. =) eee 49,797 47,588 94,114 — 4 = 5 
United) States=.25 cues $9,872 57,023 112,804 =. 5 -— 5 








1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


WHOLESALE PRICES UP FOR 
BUTTER AND CHEDDAR CHEESE 


Wholesale prices of butter and cheddar cheese increased 
from February to March but Swiss cheese prices declined. 
The 92-score butter price at New York averaged about 88 
cents a pound in March, up more than 5% cents from the 
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previous month and nearly 19 cents above a year ago. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged almost 
94’2 cents a pound at Wisconsin assembly points during 
March, a gain of over 4 cents from February and 17 cents 
higher than last year. 

Swiss cheese in Grade A blocks averaged more than 
$1.20 a pound for March. This was 1 cent under a month 
earlier but 18% cents above March 1975. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 





Cammodity March February March 
1975 1976 1976 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound .. 69.25¢ 82.40¢ 88.06¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/. . . 77.38¢ 90.03¢ 94.42¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block, pound’ 2), sews sin Sees ees 101.75¢ 121.25¢ 120.30¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ..... $11.90-12.52$13.20-14.14 $ ———— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

area, POUnG Met te sem cniens |. eos cls 60.58¢ 64.25¢ 63.37¢ 








1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES WELL ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Weekly estimates for March indicated that production 
of American cheese in Wisconsin and the Nation was well 
above a year ago. The Nation’s output of American cheese in 
March was about 16 percent higher than a year earlier, 
nearly comparable to the 18 percent increase shown for 
January and February. Wisconsin’s production of American 
cheese during March was about 14 percent more than the 
previous year compared with an 18 percent gain for January 
and February. 

According to weekly estimates, the Nation’s butter 
production in March was 6 percent under last year. The 
National butter output for January and February showed a 
decline of 4 percent from those months in 1975. Wisconsin’s 
butter production during March was up from a year earlier 
but not nearly as much as the 8 percent increase in January 
and February. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 






American Cheese 
United States 





Butter 
United States 








isconsin isconsin 












































Periods 
P Change | Change , Change | Change 
Production ee foan Bp logis fbi Lats 
1976 last year | last year last year | last year 
1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent | 1,000lbs. | Percent | Percent 
February .. 85,435 -— 5 + 6 149,652 +23 +18 
Jan.-Feb. .. 179,720 — 4 She} 298,944 +18 +18 
Weeks 
ending: 
March 4 . 20,460 -— 3 +3 36,600 + 16 steadied) 
March 11 . 20,500 = 6 6) 37,100 +18 oe Wed 
March 18 . 20,500 = any, ai 37,280 oS +10 
March 25 . 20,700 - 5 + 6 38,580 a 2S Ean) 
April 1 20,600 —10 + 7 39,700 +14 + 18 
Total . 102,760 — 6 XXX 189,260 + 16 XXX 








CHEESE AND BUTTER STOCKS 
REMAIN BELOW LAST YEAR 


Cold storage stocks of butter and cheese in the Nation 
at the end of March remained below a year ago as they have 
since March 1975. There were only 29.5 million pounds of 


butter in cold storage on March 31, less than half of the 
amount on that date last year. Government stocks of butter 
totaled just 3.6 million pounds compared with 28.2 million 
pounds in cold storage on March 31, 1975. 

The 370.6 million pounds of cheese in cold storage at 
the end of March were 17 percent less than a year earlier. 
Stocks of American cheese were 19 percent below March 31, 
1975, while stocks of Swiss cheese were down 34 percent. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 




































Change 
Commodity March 31, March 31, from last 
1974 1976 

year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
BULECRS cacwracyou ale aee 58,126 60,546 29,529 — 51 
Cheese, American ..... 363,792 386,175 312,652 — 19 
Cheese) Swisse 21 ms hens 15,891 11,433 7,554 — 34 
Cheeses all ophetou. «ci. - $9,172 50,521 $0,387 n.c. 
Cheeses totale miss) ci 438,855 448,129 370,593 =(17 
WISCONSIN 
BUtler yy eiiee cs “Setar s. ule 2,397 5,991 4,079 = 32 
Cheese, American. .... 201,889 202,239 161,791 — 20 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

BULLeree sd cc nidich or. rogers 7,877 28,199 33555) — 87 
Cheese, American 5 5)..... 544 3,262 734 —77 





*Include in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 


Change 














Commodity from 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried’ whole milk) 5 26... 2. 7,768 9 PS, 11,047 + 47 
Drediskimimilkyas se eo. ee $3,202 116,391 $1,475 = 36 
Dried) buttermilk <3 4.0.) 6,160 6,005 7,200 A520) 

Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ . 57,502 61,768 49,577 — 20 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
HIGHER AT MID—MARCH 


The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers for 
all farm products sold during the month ending at mid-March 
was up 13 points (2 percent) from February. Higher milk 
prices were the primary contributor to the increase in the 
prices received index. At 594 percent of the 1910-14 base, 
the prices received index was 115 points (24 percent) above 
mid-March 1975. 

Milk cows for herd replacements averaged $525.00 each 
in March, up $10.00 from February and the sixth consecu- 
tive monthly increase. A year ago milk cows averaged only 
$435.00 in March. 

Slaughter cows averaged $27.90 a hundredweight as of 
March 15, up $1.80 from the previous month and $9.00 
above last year. Prices for steers and heifers continued lower 
in March. At $32.80 a hundredweight in mid-March, steers 
and heifers were $1.50 under February but $2.30 more than 
a year earlier. 

Hogs declined $1.10 from February to March but at 
$45.70 a hundredweight were $7.50 above March 15, 1975. 

Calves averaged $37.00 a hundredweight for March, up 
$1.50 from a month earlier and $7.70 higher than the pre- 
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vious year. 

Sheep increased $1.50 from February to March and at 
$11.20 a hundredweight were $4.90 above mid-March last 
year. Lambs averaged $44.50 a hundredweight in March, a 
gain of $1.50 from February and $9.00 greater than a year 
ago. 

Poultry prices declined from February to March except 
for farm chickens. Turkeys averaged 32 cents a pound live- 
weight for March, down | cent from the previous month and 
4 cents under last year. Eggs at 49 cents a dozen in mid- 
March, were 1% cents below February but 2 cents more than 
March 1975. 

Corn averaged $2.52 a bushel on March 15, up 3 cents 
from a month earlier but 16 cents below a year ago. Wheat, 
at $3.25 a bushel in March, was down 10 cents from Febru- 
ary and was 17 cents under last year. 

Soybeans averaged $4.34 a bushel at mid-March, a 
decline of 6 cents from a month earlier and 79 cents below 
March 1975. Oats averaged $1.40 a bushel in March, 1 cent 
less than February but 2 cents above a year ago. 

Baled alfalfa hay averaged $52.50 a ton as of mid-March, 
unchanged from February but $12.00 higher than last year. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 







March 15, 








Commodity 1976 
Dollars 

Milk cows ..... 650.00 435.00 515.00 525.00 
Steers and heifers . 38.40 30.50 34.30 32.80 
COWS 4 cpa ec ae spans 32.00 18.90 26.10 27.90 
Calves’ FG aroters 53.30 29.30 35.50 37.00 
Hogs P2720 ee ee 34.20 38.20 46.80 45.70 
Sheepyeesa pene hc 11.00 6.30 9.70 11.20 
Lambsi ts pasciceene 34.50 35.50 43.00 44.50 
Chickens 1/ 145 .110 105 105 
‘Turkeys sts aectem -350 -360 .330 .320 
EQESk ease eeiere cee OMe, -469 -505 -490 
Corn Saye tee ewe 21>: 2.68 2.49 2.52 
Wheatiie.: «, sas cae 4.89 3.42 3.35 3.25 
Oats rae aiten te teins 1.45 1.38 1.41 1.40 
Soybeans 60.5 . 5.74 5.13 4.40 4.34 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 35.00 40.50 §2.50 52.50 








1/Excludes broilers. 


CATTLE ON FEED 
NUMBERS HIGHER 


Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in the 
23 major feeding states totaled 10,872,000 head on April 1, 
up 28 percent from the low level of a year ago but 12 per- 
cent under April 1, 1974. Cattle feeders in Wisconsin had 2 
percent fewer cattle and calves on feed April 1 than a year 
earlier. 

Placements of cattle and calves on feed in the 23 states 
during the first quarter of 1976 were 14 percent more than 
in that quarter last year. Marketings of fed cattle during the 
past quarter were up 15 percent from January-March mar- 
ketings in 1975. Expected marketings for April through 
June show an increase of 18 percent from second quarter 
marketings a year ago. 

Texas continued as the largest cattle feeding state with 
1,675,000 cattle and calves on feed April 1, up 49 percent 
from the previous year. Kansas had an increase of 40 percent 
in the number on feed April 1 while Nebraska was up 26 
percent and Iowa had a gain of 22 percent. 


Cattle and Calves on Feed by Quarters 
April 1, 1975, January 1, and April 1, 1976 1/ 






Change 
from 
last year 






January 1, 


State 1976 


















1,000 head Percent 
ALIZONA)/ es 2) See ete 329 510 422 + 28 
California aces 479 956 753 + 57 
Colorado’ .\o%1 eee 688 925 845 +23 
Idaho's =z et aceueie 158 203 150 = 5 
Lilinois™ | ae ieene 500 630 590 + 18 
Indiana‘. :cs-cnsaeme 230 285 245 ait wt 
TOW), 73... ce Nene 1,160 1,530 1,420 ae ple) 
Kansas * 255.5/c oe 860 1,340 1,200 + 40 
Michigan: i yar 180 210 205 + 14 
Minnesota’. 7. 2.5. 325 430 390 + 20 
Missouri) 2). ancien 175 260 210 + 20 
Montana". tee 62 80 63 ae Ps 
Nebraska 3-32 960 1,390 1,210 + 26 
New Mexico .... 125 185 163 +230 
North Dakota ... 31 36 29 Ee ie 
Ohio By b nic csucds 240 320 270 aS 
Oklahoma ..... 207 286 284 taeSiy, 
Oregon siete est coe 55 719 67 a APS 
Pennsylvania .... 74 90 80 te) ts} 
South Dakota... 270 365 320 aes oe) 
Texas: sa va, visto oe 1k, 1,882 1,675 + 49 
Washington .... 118 168 159 a BIS) 
Wisconsin’ -)) .).): 125 136 122 = 2 
2S States veenciels 8,473 12,296 10,872 + 28 








1/Cattle and calves on feed are animals being fattened for slaughter market on 
grain or other concentrates which are expected to produce a carcass that will 
grade good or better. 


CATTLE ON FEED,By Quarters 
ig united States April,!973-April,|976 


Mil. Head 
14 


23 States 


10 


8 
Apr. Oct. Apr. Oct. Apr. Oct. Apr. 
1973 1974 1975 1976 


LIVESTOCK CASH RECEIPTS 
HIGHER IN 1975 


Cash receipts from the sale of Wisconsin livestock in 
1975 increased about 13 percent from the previous year. 
Lower prices for cattle and calves were offset by larger mar- 
ketings while a substantial gain in hog prices offset a decline 
in marketings. Total receipts from the sale of cattle, calves, 
hogs, sheep, and lambs in 1975 were $477 million compared 
with $424 million in 1974. 

Cattle prices averaged $24.90 a hundredweight for 1975, 
a decline of $2.80 from a year earlier. Calves at $31.80 a 
hundredweight in 1975 were $6.70 under 1974 and the 
lowest since 1968. Hogs averaged $46.00 a hundredweight 
during 1975, an increase of $13.30 from the previous year 
and a record high. Sheep returned an average of $7.40 a 
hundredweight for 1975, down 85 cents from 1974. Lambs 
averaged a record high of $38.50 a hundredweight for 1975, 
a gain of $3.70 from a year ago. 
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On the pound basis, marketings of cattle and calves 
during 1975 were 26 percent greater than in 1974 and the 
most since 1966. Cash receipts for cattle and calves amounted 
to $268 million in 1975, up 11 percent from a year earlier. 


below 1974 but cash receipts from hogs increased 14 percent. 
Marketings of sheep and lambs in 1975 were down 10 percent 
from 1974 on the pound basis and cash receipts declined 
4 percent. 


Total pounds of hogs marketed during 1975 were 19 percent 


CATTLE AND CALVES: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1966 - 75 





















































Price per 100 pounds Value of 
Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ Cash home _Gross : Cost of 
Cattle | Calves receipts Pe nsuiipton income inshipments 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 
(Ll et AMA ee Ln. DOr S 982,275 1,067,117 17.90 28.40 205,755 9,849 215,604 9,139 
V967 ite: Sj ae ia wee eee 998,005 1,017,580 17.90 29.00 197,730 10,849 208,579 8,593 
1968 oc 3. wee odors 983,860 1,002,279 18.50 31.30 203,775 10,839 214,614 8,286 
L969 ao eee mei mckie, © 974,775 971,847 21.10 34.50 224,109 14,231 238,340 11,638 
L970: Fates comers tele usta ic 1,037,190 942,058 22.00 38.10 230,039 18,161 248,200 14,256 
POTD otros asthe eee epts ie 1,016,690 906,412 22.50 39.80 229,887 19,594 249,481 3/ 
19°72) diac eee een ek 1,004,450 961,994 26.70 47.30 287,765 21,500 309,265 3/ 
1973) Pais, eyccehet eke peltsnter c 936,170 905,644 34.30 58.90 343,707 19,612 363,319 3/ 
hy Cee rc ace taser eck hott tc 1,024,040 821,048 27.70 38.50 240,571 34,682 PNG PS Pcs) 3/ 
1975) reo set et eiie ees | 1,032,050 1,033,770 24.90 31.80 268,030 28,760 296,790 3/ 








1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


SHEEP AND LAMBS: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1966 - 75 























































Price per 100 pounds Value of 
Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ cae home oe F prt of 
Sheep Lambs receipts pancumiption income inshipments 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 
1966-57. ons ats oMe oles 11,346 12,647 5.60 22.00 2,591 60 2,651 367 
OG Jems enews sco, emer ee 11,857 12,804 5.30 20.90 2,471 51 2,522 181 
INO is or Geen MoM Gao 12,140 13,763 5.30 23.30 2,798 60 2,858 291 
TSO a Gus dG mic Sorel o 10,257 135272 6.70 26.50 2,994 37 3,031 287 
197 Oars e oma: % 9,796 12,211 6.20 25.10 2,657 35 2,692 265 
£971 Meare Nemes cates ‘c 8,577 10,067 5.60 24.80 2,231 35 2,266 3/ 
1.972. he. cueteekars sex 8,312 10,799 6.10 27.40 2,591 38 2,629 3/ 
ESOT SL Spe mesons iecloeteer te 7,656 9,556 10.00 31.40 2,607 44 2,651 3/ 
VOTE Sy eter ier ccees x 6,935 8,112 8.25 34.80 2,487 49 2,536 3/ 
UOT Sind) eerie easy loa 5,914 7,334 7.40 38.50 2,394 62 2,456 3/ 





1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


HOGS: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1966 - 75 






































Fs Value of 
5 ; Price per Cash Gross Cost of 
pcos ET EE: Mackeunga/2/ 100 pounds receipts LO income inshipments 
consumption 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 
EIOO. Seen uem en. leah oes 682,540 623,196 23.20 144,581 3,790 148,371 101 
PX Sais, out cet Aone 678,734 661,846 18.80 124,427 2,978 127,405 97 
1968: |:.. Ses coteoremoe a kone 720,904 706,649 18.30 1295307. Syso2 132,669 30 
1969004 sae memiis: “heh <ite 657,487 656,894 21.90 143,860 3,548 147,408 84 
L970 3s xit8 Seeen oust (ote oie 716,766 678,538 22.50 152,671 3,544 156,215 96 
6 M7 ee Gutias co)0c. ich GREED 726,983 732,262 17.80 130,343 2,703 133,046 3/ 
L972.) 5 ce ikea a temalis ee te 614,036 631,887 24.90 157,340 4,202 161,542 3/ 
UOT Site.. a aikel <i aati ee 558,813 $29,527 37.50 198,573 7,518 206,091 3/ 
OTA a sciteteus Mates toes 515'2,65'5 553,200 32.70 180,919 8,829 189,748 3/ 
WOW et= ae, and Gaucho Oe oed & 436,139 448,785 46.00 206,441 10,184 216,625 3/ 








1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


WOOL PRODUCTION AND PRICES ANNUAL AVERAGE WOOL PRICE 





DOWN CONSIDERABLY AGAIN IN 1975 peeconsln BUS. Pa ascii 
Wool production and prices in Wisconsin and the Nation | 
¢ per Lb. 


again declined sharply during 1975. The 1975 wool crop of 
680,000 pounds for Wisconsin was down 7 percent from 
1974 and the smallest crop ever produced in the State. 
Fleece weight averaged 7.7 pounds in 1975, slightly under 
the previous year but there were 5,000 fewer sheep shorn in 
Wisconsin during 1975. Wool prices averaged only 26 cents 
a pound in Wisconsin for 1975, down 14 cents from a year 
earlier and well below the 1973 price of 69 cents a pound. 
With both production and prices lower, the value of the 
1975 Wisconsin wool crop totaled $177,000, down 40 per- 
cent from last year and the lowest value ever recorded. 1965 1971 1975 
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Nationally, wool production in 1975 showed a 10 
percent decline from the previous year. Although average 
fleece weights for 1975 were up from 1974, the number of 
sheep shorn declined as did pulled wool production. The 
average price received by producers for shorn wool was 
about 45 cents a pound in 1975, down 14 cents from a year 
earlier. Shorn wool production had a value of $53.7 million 
for 1975 compared with $78.6 million in 1974. Texas was 
the leading state in the production of shorn wool with 23.6 
million pounds in 1975, nearly double that of the next 
ranking state. 


Wool Production 





Number of 


Major states Weight per Wool production 











and sheep shorn fleece hange from 
United States) 1974 | 1975 |1974]1975| 1974 | 1975 |" jast year 
1,000 head Pounds 1,000 pounds Percent 
Arizona... 471 450 q2 es 3,397 3,282 — 3 
California. . L377 1,311 7.8 7.9 10,779 10,389 — 4 
Colorado . . 27 1,120 7.8 Te 9,999 8,365 — 16 
Idaho... - 631 564 10.6 10.6 6,713 5,955 -—11 
Illinois ... 235 213 72 eet 1,683 1,516 = 10 
Indiana... 190 182 et eed 1,466 1,396 —- § 
Iowa .... 516 463 ee pod 3,882 3,554 —- 8 
Kansas ... 268 195 7.9 8.1 2,116 1,573 — 26 
Michigan . . 181 159 8.2 8.1 1,491 1,293 — 13 
Minnesota . 367 342 7.4 Fel 2,734 2,417 =? 
Missouri . . 200 180 We Wes 1,507 1,306 = 13 
Montana .. 704 600 10.1 9.7 7,143 5,795 — 19 
Nebraska . . 285 258 eS Vs 2,087 1,896 =n 9) 
Nevada... . 143 126 10.3 10.0 1,473 1,260 — 14 
New Mexico 610 $20 9.9 9.8 6,010 5,120 — 15 
N. Dakota . 284 257 9.3 9.9 2,648 2,544 -—- 4 
Ohio Ys : = 523 505 8.1 7.9 4,212 3,978 NG 
Oregon ... $15 450 br 7.6 3,846 3,405 —11 
Pennsylvania 120 125 7.0 7.0 840 805 -— 4 
S. Dakota . 917 767 9.2 9.2 8,448 7,073 — 16 
TCX aS a2, acne 3,390 3,090 7.1 7.6 23,900 23,600 ae 
tah) eres 728 591 10.0 10.4 7,255 6,140 —15 
Virginia... 158 154 6.2 6.2 980 955 re SS 
Washington. 115 87 9.1 9.4 1,048 817 — 22 
West Virginia 125 123 5.8 Sai 125 701 = 3 
Wisconsin. . 93 88 7.9 Tet 734 680 == 4 
Wyoming... LS: i 1,270 9.7 9.7 13,385 12,281 —- 8 
United States} 16,142 14,472 8.2 8.3. 132,963 120,197 —10 





BEEF PRODUCTION REMAINS UP 
WHILE PORK OUTPUT CONTINUES LOWER 


Production of beef in Wisconsin during February was 
13 percent above a year ago but output of pork was down 
20 percent. 

There were 119,000 cattle slaughtered in Wisconsin 
during February, an increase of 13,000 from the previous 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 









Number Liveweight 































Area February Change February 
from 
1975 1976 |iast year 1975 1976 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin. ..... 106.0 119.0 12) 118.2 133.3 

United States 1/. . | 3,082.3 3,336.4 am hags) 3,148.4 3,380.8 
Calves 

Wisconsin. 3. 5 «= 31.0 36.0 + 16 4.1 4.9 

United States 1/. . 329.6 407.7 + 24 89.0 108.9 
Hogs 

Wisconsin =... = « 246.0 190.0 — 23 58.1 46.4 

United States 1/. . | 5,891.7 5,122.0 —13 1,389.1 1,208.5 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin 3); 2... 5 Ap) ee MCs .019 .020 

United States 1/. . 586.5 $28.4 —10 62.6 58.3 





1/Excludes Alaska. 


year. Cattle averaged 1,120 liveweight for February, up 5 
pounds from a year earlier. 

The 190,000 hogs butchered in Wisconsin during Febru- 
ary were 56,000 fewer than a year ago and the lowest for 
that month since 1949. Hog liveweight averaged 244 pounds 
in February, an increase of 8 pounds from February 1975. 

Calf slaughter for February numbered 36,000, up 
5,000 from last year. Average liveweight of calves was 136 
pounds in February, 5 pounds heavier than a year earlier. 
The 200 sheep and lambs killed in February were equal to 
February 1975. 

With beef and veal slaughter up in February, Wiscon- 
sin’s total red meat production was 1 percent above a year 
ago. 


MEAT STOCKS 
UNDER LAST YEAR 


Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the end of 
March were 7 percent below a year ago. Although beef stocks 
were up 4 percent from March 31, 1975, the supply of pork 
in cold storage was down 17 percent. 

There were 398 million pounds of beef in cold storage 
at the end of March, an increase of 36 million pounds from 
the previous month and nearly 14 million pounds above last 
year. 
Pork stocks in cold storage on March 31 totaled 248.6 
million pounds up 26 million pounds from a month earlier 
but almost 51 million pounds under a year ago. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 


















Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
ETOZEND ayo) oases Mey 463,592 375,414 354,026 388,737 + 4 
In cure and cured. .... 13,486 9,191 8,244 9,485 Birt, ae) 
TOtal/ Gp, sey sues er ells 477,078 384,605 362,270 398,222 t 4 
Pork: 
PLOZem 2 f.oe sce see A 327,526 284,894 206,132 229,900 —19 
INCCOOLELT. cas tsc se), fener 19,100 14,445 16,125 18,737 + 30 
Total. jeer. ele sae! « 346,626 299,339 222,527 248,637 —-17 
Other meats and meat 
products: 


Veal frozens . sue cho eis 14,100 12,648 10,004 8,436 — 33 


Lamb and mutton, frozen 13,749 95254 ade 23! 9,162 — iene 
Canned meats in cooler: 

Hamst.. <i) atts sceaeaets 77,460 67,859 57,823 54,021 — 20 

SEES ceo 17,342 13,726 13,134 11,783 —14 

ake ae SEA wanes 946,355 787,431 676,611 730,261 = 7 





CORN ACREAGE EXPECTED 
TO BE HIGHER IN 1976 


The April 1 survey of planting intentions for the 1976 
season indicated that farmers in Wisconsin and the Nation 
plan to increase corn acreage. Wisconsin farmers expect to 
plant a record high 3,680,000 acres of corn in 1976; up 5 
percent from 1975. Nationally, corn acreage for this year 
could total 82,727,000 acres or 6 percent more than last 
year. 

Based on the April 1 survey, Wisconsin farmers intend 
to reduce soybean acreage to 180,000 acres for 1976. This 
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Planted Acreage, Selected Crops, 1976 Intentions 
Compared with 1974 and 1975 Planted Acreage, Wisconsin and United States 





Wisconsin 











United States 
























1974 Change from Change from 
[ 1975 1976 iaeayent 1974 1975 | 1976 fast Vase 
1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 
Cornwall Pave jcuememten= x leiiens Tenis 3,490 3,500 3,680 wo 717,787 77,902 82,727 36 
Spring. wheat oeesseu. cute tst =e 22 22 24 ae) 14,826 14,112 16,442 + 17 
Oats 1a nets stems Fishes 1,470 1,470 1,450 - 1 17,967 17,386 1657507, —- 4 
Barley dra a veeetaeeat eye we ls 20 37 39 an S 8,994 9,526 9,201 — 3 
Potatoes: falls spe Mews iets eur =) $3.0 $2.0 $3.0 oman 3 1,166.5 1,076.5 LUD 7.2 + 4 
Tobacco: type 542) 7. ems «x: 4.7 5.6 5.6 noc, - —_ = = 
Tobacco, ty per 55. Zyl =) avers 4.7 5.4 5.4 nec ~ = = = 
Tobacco; alle?) 7. weyers een ie 9.4 11.0 11.0 mM. Cs 962.6 1,083.5 1,009.3 a 
Soybeans’ 3/) jac) < seen eens aes 230 200 180 —10 53,507 54,577 49,330 =O) 
Hay sail 2/2 ee a eater ose tans 3,950 3,970 3,970 n.c. 60,571 61,863 62,623 aoe! 








1/U. S. Total includes acreage planted preceding fall. 2/Acres harvested or intended for harvest. 3/Grown for all purposes. 


would be 10 percent less than in 1975 and 22 percent below 
1974. Soybean growers in the Nation also plan to lower their 
acreage 10 percent in 1976 to 49,330,000 acres. 

Oat acreage in Wisconsin during 1976 may total 
1,450,000 acres, down | percent from the previous year. 
Seeding of oats in the Nation is expected to total 16,757,000 
acres, a decline of 4 percent from 1975. 

Spring wheat acreage may be up 17 percent Nationally 
in 1976 to 16,442,000 acres. Wisconsin farmers intend to 
plant 24,000 acres of spring wheat for 1976, up 9 percent or 
2,000 acres more than last year. 

Planting of barley may be higher in Wisconsin during 
1976 but could be lower Nationally. The 39,000 acres of 
barley expected in Wisconsin for 1976 would be up 2,000 
acres or 5 percent from 1975. Barley acreage in the Nation is 
intended at 9,201,000 acres for 1976, down 3 percent from a 
year earlier. 

Wisconsin farmers plan to harvest hay from 3,970,000 
acres in 1976, the same as in 1975. The Nation’s hay acreage 
is indicated at 62,623,000, an increase of 1 percent from 
last year. 

Tobacco growers in Wisconsin intend to keep tobacco 
acreage at 11,000 acres for 1976 but the National tobacco 
crop may be down 7 percent. 

The fall potato acreage is expected to be up 2 percent 
in Wisconsin and up 4 percent in the Nation, according to the 
April 1 planting intentions survey. 


1976 CROP SEASON 
HAS EARLY START 


Above normal temperatures and below normal precipi- 
tation in the last half of March and the first half of April 
have contributed to an early crop season in Wisconsin for 
1976. As of April 19th, seeding of oats in Wisconsin was 33 
percent completed compared with none a year ago and 10 
percent for the past ten years. Many farmers in the south 
were done seeding oats while some in the north and east had 
not started yet on heavy ground. This has been one of the 
earliest years that some farmers have finished seeding oats. 
Of the last ten seasons, only 1968 had more oats seeded by 
mid-April than this year. 

Spring plowing was 25 percent done by April 19th com- 
pared with none in 1975 and 10 percent normally. The 
ground worked up nice this year in contrast to recent springs 


OATS 
% Planted 
April 16 1976 





which have been wet. Much plowing was completed last fall 
and the early start this spring meant planting could proceed 
faster. Those farmers done with oats have been working the 
corn ground. A little corn has already been planted in the 
south. Planting of early potatoes and peas has a good start. 
Some early sweet corn has been planted as have home gar- 
dens. 

The warm weather and some showers in April helped 
pastures and hay fields to green up and grow. Most farmers 
were pleased with the winter survival of hay seedings. A good 
hay season is needed in 1976 to replenish hay stocks. Tobacco 
beds have been steamed and seeded. Orchards have developed 
faster than usual due to the above normal temperatures. The 
maple sap run was better than in 1975, aided by warm days 
and cold nights in early April. As of mid-April, soil moisture 
supplies were reported as 10 percent short, 80 percent 
adequate, and 10 percent surplus. 


FED STEER PRICES 
DOWN AGAIN 


Prices of good grade fed steers at the St. Paul market 
declined from February to March. This was the sixth con- 
secutive month that prices of fed steers were under a year 
earlier. Good grade steers weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $33.90 a hundredweight at St. Paul during 
March, down $1.79 from February but $1.91 above last 
year. Fed steer prices showed strength at the end of March. 
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BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
pes St. Paul & Kansas City Mo. Averages 1974, 75, 76 
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Good grade feeder steers weighing between 600-700 
pounds averaged $36.28 a hundredweight at the Kansas 
City market in March, up 35 cents from the previous month 
and well above the average of $24.34 in March 1975. 

Utility cows at St. Paul averaged $29.37 a hundred- 
weight for March, up $1.16 from February and $8.15 higher 
than a year ago. 
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HOG MARKET LOWER 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market for 
March averaged about $2.00 a hundredweight lower than in 
February. However, the March average of $46.42 a hundred- 
weight was $7.18 above a year earlier. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 


60 S. St. Paul Monthly Averages 1974,75,76 
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